BATTLING DEPRESSION AND DRUGS, KELLY’S
LIFE CHANGED FOREVER AS GOD BROKE IN
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Tt really is all
because of him

and for him and

again, our roleis
to be people that
first and foremost
exalt hint

Dear friends,

I hope you are well and encouraged and I
hope that you'll be even more encouraged as you
read this issue of Flow and hear about what God’s
been doing as we step out in mission.

Recently, I presented the Message team with a
Little card I'd had produced with “The ABC of The
Message’ on it. I challenged them all to regularly
look at it and reflect on it as I believe that this
simple ABC could literally be game-changing for
them and for The Message as a whole.

A few months earlier, I'd been on a walk with
the Lord and had a strong impression that he was
speaking to me (I even wrote a little song about
it but T'll keep that one between me and him!)

In short, A is for attitude — the Bible says that
we must have the attitude of Christ, which of
course is easier said than done but if we could
somehow be quick to forgive and even love our
enemies the way he did then I truly believe that
we would attract (God’s attention and favour.
B is for Bible — our job is to be Bible teaching
evangelists and as such we must teach the whole
counsel of scripture and not carefully remove the
bits we don't like and things that don't fit in with

the tide of our culture. C, of course is for Christ. It
really is all because of him and for him and again,
our role is to be people that first and foremost
exalt him.

So there it is, our simplc ABC. Du.ring my
time with the Lord, I also felt him say ‘Focus on
these three things and watch what I will do’, and
nothing that has happened since has convinced
me otherwise. I hope as you read this edition of
Flow that you will agree.

God bless,

Andy Hawthorne
Founder & Global CEO, The Message Trust
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BIG PICTURE

Moving into the favelas!

Our very first South American Eden team has just been
launched by Message Brazil. Around 7,000 people call
Santa Marta in Rio de Janeiro home, and it's here that
an Eden team has moved in, doing life with their new
neighbours and sharing Jesus’ love. Read about what

happened as they put on a kids' clubon page 11
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FESTIVAL BOMBO

748 respond to the gospel!

FOR THREE days in December, Bombo
in Uganda was transformed into a hive of

activity packed with music, sports events
and activities for children and young people
as Festival Bombo landed! As over 80 local
churches and organisations came together with
Message Uganda to make a lasting impact on
communities, the gospel was shared in word
and action and lives were impacted.

But the festival weekend was just one part of
months of mission in and around Bombo.

The journey to the festival
We were desperate to practically share Jesus’
love, so headed into neighbourhoods.

Clean water projects reopened old wells
giving families access to safe water, roads were
repaired and front yards and community spaces
were tidied. At the same time, many different
outreach events were run meaning that everyone
could hear about Jesus’ love for them. These
included a Bloom conference that shared the

flow

gospel with 135 teenage girls, prison outreach
that told 200 prisoners about the hope Jesus
offers them, and events for young people.

One of the youth events was a football
tournament that teams from the local high
schools were invited to be part of. As hundreds
of people from the neighbourhoods in and
around Bombo turned up to take part and cheer
the teams on, they also heard the gospel and
were invited to the festival weekend.

Festival Bombo lands

The three-day open-air festival was the
culmination of two years of passionate prayer.
8,517 young people and locals came along to

enjoy all the free activities on offer including
bouncy castles, face painting and creative arts.
Boxing, football and netball tournaments also
ran throughout the days drawing huge crowds of
young people, with bulls as prizes for the winners!

Every evening the main stage was filled with
music and dance performances by artists from
Uganda, Kenya and South Africa, including local
worship bands Bunjoville and The Collective UG,
dance troupe Sabula Nation, Richie Zion, Jordyn
Toohey, and many more.

Telling people about Jesus was at the heart of
Festival Bombo, so regardless of where people
were or what activities they were taking part
in, they got to hear the gospel as it was shared
throughout the festival site. Then each evening,
powerful testimonies and the gospel were shared
from the stage. 748 responded straight away and
gave their lives to God! Each of them has now
been connected with a local church so that they
can discover more about Jesus.

What’s next?

Whilst Festival Bombo may be over, this is just the
start of Message Uganda’s work as they head into
schools, communities and prisons telling people
about Jesus’love for them.

B SCAN TO WATCH SOME OF THE

THE MAGAZINE OF THE MESSAGE
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ADVANCE

Disciples making
disciples

AS ADVANCE groups continue to grow at
a staggering rate around the world, we've just
launched in our 104th nation — Burundi.

With the church across Africa growing
at its fastest rate ever, we love how desperate
Christians are about sharing their faith, and that
Advance is getting to play its part in equipping
men and women to do this with a new boldness.

Over 200,000 people around the globe now
meet in Advance groups every month to be
equipped before heading out to put what they've
learnt into action. And it’s people of all ages who
are sharing the gospel. In Portugal, 13 young
people were recently baptised in Porto because
of two Advance groups led by teenagers! Aline
was one of those who gave her life to Jesus at an
outreach led by an Advance group. Seeing the
change in her life, her family were so impacted
that they all wanted to know more about Jesus
and have given their lives to him! Today, three
new Advance groups are being run by different
members of Aline’s family who are desperate to
share their faith.

CHURCH VISITS

Challenge your church

WE LOVE nothing more than getting the
church excited for mission and to reach their
community with the good news of Jesus.

So, we have a team of speakers right across
the UK ready to inspire and challenge your
church, event or festival with powerful stories
of how God is moving in schools, prisons and
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urban communities, as well as powerful Bible
teaching. Why not book one of them today?

EVENTS

Message on tour

THIS year we're hitting the roads and going on
tour! From Cardiff to Stockton, we’ll be sharing
stories of what God’s doing in people’s lives and
thanking him for all he’s done.

Wed love for you to be there and celebrate
with us. Every evening will be packed with
stories, worship and teaching from our very
own Andy Hawthorne, and we promise you'll
leave excited about how God’s moving across
our country. Events are happening in:

Cardiff - Friday 9 May, All Nations Cardiff
Stockton-on-Tees - Thursday 22 May,

Tees Valley Community Church

Derby - Thursday 30 October, Reach Derby
Leeds - Date to be confirmed

Es,% GRAB YOUR FREE TICKETS TODAY
g

EDEN

Fun in the favela

EDEN Santa Marta in Brazil have hit the
ground running. Aslocal kids broke up for their

holidays, the team worked with five churches to
put on an eight-day summer camp. 110 children
got involved in the sports, activities and fun
that filled the community and as they did, they
heard about Jesus.

During the same week, the team and
volunteers also helped their neighbours
practically, offering them medical care and
hairdressing. As they did this, they chatted to
people about Jesus in the street, visited families
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and even held an open-air service outside a
well-known drug den.

And God was on the move. Dozens of
people let the team pray for them, six people
responded to the gospel and off the back of the
camp, a local church has decided to relaunch its
kids' club so that they can keep connecting with
their neighbours.

E'ﬁ READ MORE EDEN STORIES AT
Gl

THE MAGAZINE OF THE MESSAGE 13




THE CHARGE

WE'RE passionate about seeing young people
growing in their faith and wanting to tell others
about it, so The Charge was born — all about
encouraging and equipping churches to raise up
young people who are excited and able to share
the gospel in every situation. We caught up with
Aaron Routledge who oversees The Charge to

hear more.

Why is it called The Charge?

In 2 Timothy chapter 4, Paul passes on an
important charge to Timothy: to proclaim the
gospel. This charge that Paul received from Jesus
and handed on to Timothy, has been passed on
through the centuries to us today. We want to
raise up a generation desperate to share the
gospel and resource them to do this. Imagine
what our schools, churches and families would
look like if this happened!

How does The Charge support young
people and churches?
Through Charge days and The Scattering! On
Charge days, our teams
head to churches to
spend a day training
their young people to
be able to tell people
about Jesus. The
Scattering are

14 flow

Taking up the charge

weeks of mission that happen in the summer
holidays (this year in London, Wales and the
North East) where young people head for more
training before getting sent out on missions
with local churches sharing the gospel with
communities.

What impact is The Charge having?
We've seen so many young people do incredible
things for Jesus as they’ve grown in confidence
and realised that life with Jesus is an exciting
adventure. Some have started Christian Unions
in their schools so that their friends can ask
questions about faith, others have started Bible
studies to support their mates who have come
to know Jesus, and countless young people on
Charge Days and The Scattering are sharing
the gospel with strangers and seeing people
respond!

One of these young people was Michael who
was part of The Scattering last summer. When a
group of lads from his school ran up to him and
asked, ‘What are you doing? Michael responded
saying, Just sit down and listen.” He took a
microphone and began to share the gospel and
his testimony in the street. His friends listened
intently and when he had finished, Michael
went up to them saying, “There, that’s what I
believe.” In response, three of his friends chose to
follow Jesus for themselves! Michael had never

done anything like that before but knew
that if he followed Jesus, he should be
telling others about him.

message.org.uk/thecharge

Reaching our nation

Catch up with the latest Message news from across the UK

NORTH EAST, WALES & LONDON
Young people on a mission

SCOTLAND THE SCATTERING (s getting even bigger this year as it heads to
Say ‘no’ to knives London, the North East and South Wales. Each week will see
LATER this year, the No More Knives young people learn more about how to tell others about Jesus,
tour is heading back to Glasgow telling before getting to put it into action. We can't wait to see what

teenagers about the dangers of knife God's going to do. Find out more and get

crime and equipping themto say 'no’to involved message. org.uk/thescattering
knives, all whilst
pointing them to
the hope they'll
find in Jesus.

WALES
Going WILD
COMBINING high-energy

activities with the gospel, games

and giveaways, we partner with churches
across Wales to run WILD events so they LONDON
can connect with young people. At an event 10 years of
in Brynmawr, Alice shared the gospel and mission
OUR LONDON hub is 10! What a decade it's been.
Eden teams have been launched, schools missions

about what it means to make Jesus king of
your life. 10 young people responded and are
now being discipled by the local church. run, prisoners have heard the gospel, Neal Street
Espresso has opened and team members have
joined the programme, hundreds of young people
have headed out on mission and much more. All

with one aim; to tell people about Jesus and see

him transform lives. Here's to the next 10 years!

THE MAGAZINE OF THE MESSAGE 15
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EDEN

Prayer. People. Pounds.

FOR 28 years, Eden's been sending teams
to share the gospel in word and action in
low-income communities (those named in
the bottom 10% of the indices of multiple
deprivation). As teams move in for the long
term, we see people discover Jesus’ love for
them, hope break out, lives and families

changed, and churches grow.

Eden remains a key part of what The Message
does, and we want to launch 18 new teams in
the next three years. To make this happen we
need prayer, people and pounds — would you
stand with us?

Prayer

Having people faithfully praying for Eden,
our work and our teams is vital as we step out.
Everything we do is driven forward by prayer.
Will you join us and pray for Eden? We’ll send
you regular prayer updates to help you in this.

16 flow

People

We need people passionate about seeing urban
communities transformed to join teams. It
may be moving somewhere new, returning to
a place you once called home or staying where
you already live to become part of the local
team. Does this excite you or can you think of
someone who would love Eden? We'd love to
hear from you/them so we can tell you more and
even invite you to see what we do first-hand.

Pounds

Would you help us launch new teams by
standing with us financially? Launching a new
Eden team costs £55,000 over three years, so we
need more people standing with us to see more
places impacted. @

Kelly is just one person whose life has been impacte
as an Eden team told her about Jesus

TURNING

If you met Kelly today you’d meet someone full
of joy who can’t stop talking about Jesus. But
this wasn’t always the case. Battling depression,
drugs and chaos, Kelly hit rock bottom. Then an
Eden team told her about Jesus and it all
changed

JdN1v3d



GREW up in a big family. And when I

say big, I mean BIG. There are around

100 of us, and loads of us call South

Bank in Middlesbrough home which
I love, but unfortunately arguments, getting in
trouble with the police and bad decisions mean
that we’re well known on the estate.

‘Growing up, home life was hard. Mum and
Dad loved me, but their relationship was violent
and I saw things no kid should have to. This
massively affected me. I'd easily get angry and
frustrated, and ended up getting kicked out of
school when I was just 12.

‘When I was 16, I gave birth to my eldest
son. I loved him more than I knew was possible,
but being a teen mum was tough. Thankfully I
had my parents’ help. A couple of years later,
my brother fell in with the wrong crowd and
started taking drugs. I watched him change
before my eyes, sinking deeper into trouble and
I was unable to do anything to help him. As
the drugs took hold, my brother tragically took
another guy’s life and went to prison. It was
then my life changed.

‘My parents split up. Dad moved overseas
and my mum started self-harming, turning

to alcohol and drugs just to get through
the days. My support was gone and
the depression I'd struggled with as a
teenager took hold. It was like the lights
had gone out. I sank into a dark place and
was trapped there for years feeling lost.
‘Life had to carry on and I had four
more children who were such a blessing
to me.

“TNY FANTILY USED
10 BE HNOIUN

FOR GHAOS AND
GCAUSING TROUBLE
BUT | BELIEVE GOD'S
CHANGING OUR
SIORY’

‘Coming home from hospital after giving
birth to my second son, Riaz, I just knew
something wasn't right. He struggled to eat and
was in constant pain. Despite taking him back
to the doctors more times than I can remember,
they said he was fine. But
over time it became clear
this wasn't the case. They
found he had a number
of serious medical needs
and would need full-time
care.

‘Caring for Riaz
and my other kids
pushed me to

my limits and I was also trapped in a violent
relationship that I couldn’t escape from.To cope,
I took cocaine and quickly found myself relying
on it to get through the days, thankfully, my ex
got bored and ended our relationship.

‘Around this time, loads of people
started telling me about a place called
The Open Well that ran events every
Tuesday on the estate. I knew it was
run by the Eden South Bank team,
and even though I wasn't interested in
Jesus, I wanted to see what happened
there.

‘As 1 walked in, I got a warm
welcome and started chatting to Krista
(the Eden team leader) who told me
not only what was going on but a bit
about Jesus too. A few days later, Riaz suddenly
became really ill and was rushed into hospital
where they found he had sepsis. As the doctors
told me they weren't sure if he would survive,
Riaz’s heart stopped and he crashed.

‘In the corridor outside his room, I collapsed
to my hands and knees and cried out to God
to save my boy. I also grabbed my phone and
called Krista and my cousin asking them both
to pray too. God heard our prayers, and the

doctors were able to stabilise Riaz (something
they didn’t think was possible).

‘Sitting by Riaz's bedside in intensive care, I
knew I needed to know more about God. How
had he healed my son? So, on my next free

Tuesday night, I headed to The Open Well and
listened as people shared about Jesus and his

love. From there, I was at The Open Well every
week. A few weeks later, they were having an
open mic night where people could share their
testimonies. As I sat in my seat I knew I needed
to go up (something I wouldn’t normally do). >

“| FELT ALIVE FOR THE FIRST TIRAE IN R LONG
TIIE AND HAUEN'T LOOKED BACK SINGE’

THE MAGAZINE OF THE MESSAGE 19



‘As I shared how God had saved Riaz’s life,
it all clicked into place. I knew I was loved by
Jesus and couldn’t live without him. That night
I gave my life to God!

T felt alive for the first time in a long time
and haven't looked back since. I loved Jesus and
knew I had to be all in, living every day for him
so I made some big changes in my life such as
giving up drugs.

‘As I read my Bible, prayed and chatted to
the Eden team about Jesus, I could feel myself
changing. What surprised me most
was that people around me saw the
change too. I remember neighbours
stopping me in the street asking what
had happened to me as I was different.
Me, Kelly, from ‘the family’ known
for causing trouble!

‘From that day onwards,
I've wanted everyone to know
how much Jesus loves them, and haven’t
been able to stop talking about him since,
whether 'm with family, spending time with
friends or helping out in The Open Well.
So when I got the chance to become part of the
Eden team I jumped at it.

"JESUS INEANS
EUERYTHING
10 IVIE AND MORE’

‘At the same time, God’s been doing amazing
things in my family. Four family members have
been baptised, including Riaz, who, even though
he’s non-verbal, was able to tell us how much he
loves Jesus and that he wanted to be baptised!
As he got into the baptism pool, he was so
excited that he couldn’t wait to be lowered into
the water and dunked his own head under!

20 flow

‘My family used to be known for chaos and
causing trouble but I believe God’s changing
our story.

‘Jesus means everything to me and more.
Without him I wouldn’t be here. Yes, there are
still tough days, but I know Jesus is with me and
I never face anything alone.” @

Passionate about seeing God restore the lives
of the women she works with in prison, join
Kez, one of our Message in Prisons workers,
behind the scenes for a typical week >
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4 LOVE being a prisons worker. Yes,
I prisons are places where there’s so much
brokenness, but I know that it’s right

where Jesus wants to be. Let me show you what

I do each week.

MONDAY

‘Every Monday, I get to spend time
at Message HQ_ praying and
catching up with the whole _;.‘:': i
prisons team, sharing stories
from the previous week
and planning for what's
happening in the coming
weeks and months. This is
such an important time as
it means we can not only
pray together, but we can
also inspire each other with
what we can do to keep
sharing Jesus with those
we meet. | also meet up
with volunteers who want

to come and support me in

prison.

TUESDAY

‘My Tuesdays are all about
relationship  building.

They’re mostly filled with
detached work and one-to-ones where

I meet people on the prison wings and
houses or in the young adults’ hub and build
relationships with them. It’s a great chance for
Jesus-filled conversations. Sometimes I just
listen to the women as they share about what
they’re going through and offer to pray for them,
and other times they ask me about my story and
I get to tell them about what God’s done in my
life. No matter how short, I know that every
conversation is a seed planted.

WEDNESDAY

‘On Wednesday mornings, I run courses on
Faith and Self-Esteem, Faith and Recovery, or

22 flow
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Faith and Forgiveness. They’re open to all the
women in the prison, and everyone is welcome.
Centred on Bible teachings and Christian
values, each course explores how we see ourselves
versus how God sees us. It’s amazing to see the
change in the women. There are always loads
_____ of opportunities to chat about our
value and God’s plan for our
lives.
“The

come along always tell

women who

me how much they love
these courses, as do
the prison staff who've
seen

some women

completely change as a

result of them coming
along to the sessions
' and learning how loved
they are by Jesus. They
see them want to make
a positive change in
their behaviour. It’s so

encouraging!

THURSDAY

‘Tve found that those
who complete the
Wednesday faith
courses are so excited
to find out more about
Jesus that they
sign up for
the follow-on

courses  on
Thursdays. These are all about next steps in faith.
I love seeing the women sign up for the4points
course and our resettlement-focused Bible study
which has deeper Christian content and helps
them grow in areas and skills they’ll need both
in and out of prison. Afterwards, I catch up
with more of the women I work with through
one-to-ones and support sessions, getting to
know them, praying with them and supporting
them.

‘Godl can changef
anything and turn
lives around’ @

FRIDAY

‘My favourite days have to be Fridays as I get
to support people through the resettlement
process. This looks different each week and
could include everything from picking someone
up at the prison gates and helping them access
the support they need, to meeting a woman I've
worked with for a coffee to catch up and pray
together. I also help those leaving prison link up
with local churches so that they can continue
growing in their faith and get the wrap-around
care and discipleship they need. When we find
a church together, I love going along to the
services with the women and helping them grow
in confidence as they build relationships in the
church.

SUNDAY

‘Once a month, I help lead a Sunday chapel
service in prison. For these, I bring in volunteers
and guests and we share our testimonies,
teaching from the Bible, and worship together
it’s incredible.
\ The women are
)\ always really
engaged and
to be
there. Seeing

want

them meet with
Jesus is so special
— you can literally see
him transforming lives and
lifting their burdens!

‘One lady well call
- “Lindsey”is someone whose
life has been completely
transformed by Jesus since
I first met her in prison.
When I first met her on one

of the faith courses, she was really down and
negative, and felt hopeless. As I got to know her,
she shared about how difficult her upbringing
had been and some of the things shed had to
face in life. Even though she could sometimes
be challenging to work with, I was determined
to do everything I could to show Lindsey Jesus’
love.

‘After coming to the4points course,

Lindsey wanted to find out
about faith, so
started watching Alpha

more

course videos and
loved them. The
next time I saw
her, it was like 1
was talking to a
totally different
person! All her
heaviness had
lifted, and she told
me how she felt
more hopeful saying,
“God is speaking to
me, and I don’t feel as low
and depressed any more. I'm
even praying for others on the wing.”

That was so powerful.

‘One thing that was constantly troubling her
was not knowing when her release date would
be, but as she continued journeying with Jesus
and praying for clarity, she was given a release
date!

‘I remember seeing Lindsey after she was
released. We met up for a coffee and she was just
shining with hope and joy. We visited churches
together and met people who could support her
with her resettlement and get her plugged into
local discipleship.

‘But then she had a wobble and took a
backwards step in her progress. When I met up
with her again, she looked like she was shrinking
back into her old self. But as we talked, I prayed
that God would reveal himself to her and renew
her hope. I felt God prompting me to give »
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her a new Bible and when I

did, her whole face lit up. Lindsey
kept saying how beautiful it was and
how much the gift meant to her.

‘T was able to share with her again
how loved and valued she is by God,
despite her mistakes, and showed her
Bible verses that radiated this truth.
Even though Lindsey continued
to struggle, she got into a rehab
programme and went back to church.

‘T caught up with her again recently
and she talked about how important
church is in her life, and she said how
the Bible I gave her is right next to her
bed and that she loves reading it. She
looked so well again, I'm so excited to
see what God continues doing in her life.

‘God is speaking

to me, and | don’t
feelaslowand ¢,
clepressed any -
more’ +

‘T love watching God transform lives and
getting to support people on their journey to
reconciliation, recovery and freedom in Christ.
In many cases as prisons workers, we can't see the
fruit of our conversations with people, and that’s
okay, we trust that God will continue working.
But in some cases, like Lindsey’s, I can support
ex-offenders in their resettlement and watch as
they continue to grow in their faith. It’s such a
privilege. I see so much of God’s goodness.

24 flow

‘Many  of
the women I work
with feel like there’s
no hope for them, and like
they can’t shake off their past and
move forward. But I know God has
a plan and purpose for their lives. He can
change anything and turn lives around and I love
helping people discover this for themselves.” @

message.org.uk/prisons
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He supported me through it, was there in court
and was the last person I saw as I was taken
down the steps to start my prison sentence.

T felt like my life was ruined. How wrong
I was! Sitting in my cell, the first person who
knocked on my door was a guy called Dan
who introduced himself as being part of The
Message’s prison team. I couldn’t believe it. He
invited me to the Bible study he was running
and it became the highlight of my week. There,
I truly fell in love with Jesus. I felt like a new
person.

“Then I heard I was being moved to another
prison. I thought this was the end and everything
would go back to how it was before, so I started
desperately praying this didn't happen. Alone in
my new cell, the first knock on the door was
from Elisha who introduced herself as being
from The Message’s prisons team. My prayers
were answered! Straight away, I got involved in
the Bible studies and services, carrying my Bible
to them with pride instead of hiding it away.
I wanted others to hear about Jesus, so started
inviting guys to Bible studies and praying with
others on the wing.

‘One Christmas, The Message gave a present
to everyone in my prison. The impact of this
was massive. ‘Why have they done this?’, ‘Why
do they care about us? were just some of the
questions guys had. I was able to tell them about
Jesus, and how The Message team wanted to
show them his love.

‘All the time I was in prison, Andy and the
Eden team carried on supporting my family on
the outside talking to them, praying with them
and helping them practically. I can’t thank them
enough.

‘Since I've been released, my life is completely
different. I describe going to prison as the best,
worst thing that’s ever happened to me. I didn’t
want to go through it, but now I know that God
wanted me there so I could fall in love with him
and tell others about him. Without him and The
Message team I doubt I'd have the life I have
today. There’s no going back.’

Y o o TEL OTHEpg

ABOUT Hipy

i message.org.uk/prisons

‘Nobody is worth less than anybody else,’ ‘more people should learn about
this’ and ‘engaging, inspired, enjoyable’ are just some of the comments
Kate, our schools worker, gets as she delivers lessons across Scotland. We
caught up with her to hear more about what’s been happening

HAT have you been up to
in schools recently?
Excitingly, it’s been non-stop!

As we tell schools across Scotland about

The Message’s schools work and the lessons
we offer, we're finding that opportunities to
go in are opening up more than ever before.
We’ve taken our resilience and wellbeing
tour to Stirling and Falkirk, a No More
Knives tour to Glasgow, and have been in
front of thousands of young people with
our Personal and Social Education (PSE)
lessons.
Why are these Ilessons so
important?

Young people need to know how loved they
are by Jesus and about their true value in
him. Every day, they’re bombarded with
messages about how they should act and
behave, so it’s more important than ever
that they hear the truth about who they

hope and identity
they can find in
him.

I head into
schools as part
of their health
and wellbeing
curriculum for
S1 to S6 (ages
11-17), and get
to run lessons that talk
from a Christian perspective about some of
the most challenging topics young people
may face. The aim of each lesson is that they
leave not only with the skills and knowledge
they need to make good decisions, but also
wanting to know more about Jesus as a
result of the what they’ve heard.

Church partnership is so important in
everything both I and The Message do, as

we want young people to get connected >
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with local churches. So, someone from a

local church comes into every school with

me. Through this we’re seeing teenagers

heading to youth groups as well as churches

. getting to work in schools for

SNT . long term too.

Back in 2023, I went

into Denny High School

first with a resilience

and wellbeing tour,

and then PSE

lessons. Jonathan,

the minister from

Denny Baptist

Church, came into

every lesson with me, and

as a result of the relationships

he built with the school’s pastoral

team, the church have been in the school

every Thursday since, running sessions for
pupils in their nurture unit.

What’s next?

More and more lessons, and 1 can’t wait.
I've got new schools I'm starting to work
with, as well as heading back into ones I've
partnered with before. We're also planning
another No More Knives tour very soon.

Outside of schools, I know churches in
Scotland have young people desperate to
know how they can talk to their friends

about Jesus, so we’re looking to

€] gek the ChaNCe L0 haVe 9reak. i The Chge with th,

cenversacions and even see e

Share my Faith’

Building relationships is key then?
Absolutely. Lots of the schools I work with
ask me to come in and run their PSE lessons
for the whole school over a few weeks, rather
than doing whole year group sessions. And
I love this. It means I'm getting to build

long-lasting relationships with schools and
students. I see pupils year after year, but
also get to know staff and pastoral

o teams really well too. As we chat or
eat lunch together, I get to have
great conversations and even
the chance to share my
faith sometimes too.

and I'd love to see new Eden
teams launched across Scotland

too. @

message.org.uk/scotland

&=
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Woodf'e’d church planter and co- \ea
or,
hando rk, €xplores Philippians 212- _z0 an

Ve

OW OFTEN do we come to God
in prayer, only to go our own way
instead of faithfully walking the path

of obedience? How often do we say to Jesus, T'll
take it from here, Lord? But God is calling us
into obedience.

Philippians 2:12-13 says, ‘“Therefore, my
dear friends, as you have always obeyed — not
only in my presence, but now much more in my
absence — continue to work out your salvation
with fear and trembling, for it is God who works

e
r our fives to Jesus, surrendering

in you to will and to act in order to fulfil his
good purpose.’

It’s worth saying that we’re not obeying God
out of duty, demand or force, but out of love for
our Jesus and as a declaration of his goodness
and faithfulness to us when he died on the cross
to forgive our sins. Just as Jesus was obedient,
so we should put to death the flesh and follow
the way he lived, all fuelled from a place of love.

But Christian obedience is hard, isn’t it> To
surrender and pick up our cross daily, it’s >
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Join community. |
Join purpose.
Join Eden.

J. Eden sends urban missionaries to
live sacrificially, share the gospel and
build authentic community.

mrew,ﬁk and pove

totally opposite to what we see in
Western culture at the moment. Instead
of saying to God, T1l take it from here’, he’s
wanting us to hand ourselves to him saying,
‘Not my way, but yours, Lord.” Jesus says in
Matthew 16 that whoever wants to save their
life will lose it. To experience that fullness of

life, were called to lay ourselves down,

counting the cost to follow Jesus. How

much is it costing you right now?

In Philippians 2:12, Paul acknowledges
how obedient the Philippians have been, even
when no one is looking. And that’s what we need
to do. We’re called to not only obey God when
people are watching, but in the secret place too.
To pursue obedience when no one is looking —
that’s what counts. That’s what
takes our faith from a hobby, to
a lived and worked-out love of
God. Obedience when we
wake up. Obedience when
it hurts to obey. Obedience
when you get nothing in
return. Obedience even in
the face of death. This is what counting the cost
looks like, what really counts to God and what
ushers in revival. I really think that revival in
the West will come when we have a revival of
obedience in the church.

2 Chronicles 16:9 says, ‘For the eyes of the
Lord range throughout the earth to strengthen
those whose hearts are fully committed to him.’
He’s longing to find hearts obedient to him!
But it’s hard, isn't it, to be fully committed to
him when we try and do it in our strength —
impossible even!

Thankfully, as we see in Chronicles, as well
as Philippians 2:13, it’s God who works in
us, strengthening us and helping us ‘act
in order to fulfil his good purpose.’

Obedience begins as the outworking
of our faith and love, and God can
give us the desire to follow him as

HCJJ‘ (dv\.gf'ng
€0 f£ind hearts
0besient to himnl

well as the
power  to
grow in our
obedience to
him. We no
longer need to say
to him, Tl take it
Lord.’ ‘b‘"r 4
Instead, we can draw close A
to him, and ask that he
strengthens us in our obedience and

from here,

9beofiemct

our want to follow him.

Jesus says in John 15:5,°...apart from
me you can do nothing.” We cannot run our
race well if we try and do things without God’s
help, strength and power. But with him, we can
draw everything we need
from God. And heaven
cheers and celebrates

with us when we
draw on Jesus and
choose to follow
him, even when
it’s. hard. We
don’t need to have everything sorted,
have a theology degree, or lots
of money to follow Jesus. If you're struggling to
follow Jesus in obedience, cry out to him and
ask him to strengthen you because he is faithful
and will strengthen you so you can step into his
good will and purposes for you.

So even though it’s hard, I encourage you to
come to Jesus. To admit that youre weak and
need his help to follow him. Grip firmly onto
his word, learning to obey it and trust it. Know
God is with you in your agony and suffering,
ready to help and strengthen us. @

E_ﬁ WATCH THE FULL TALK TODAY AT \
oz

T
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GET INVOLVED

Stand ‘

with us

Will you help us reach
more of the hardest-to-
reach people and places
than ever before?

s

By giving £30 a month
you can help us:

=2

REACH OVER 200,000 YOUNG
PEOPLE WITH THE GOSPEL

SEE COMMUNITIES IMPACTED BY
JESUS AS 18 NEW EDEN TEAMS ARE
LAUNCHED AND NEW URBAN MISSION
SPRINGS UP ACROSS THE UK

SET UP YOUR GIFT TODAY AT
MESSAGE.ORG.UK/FLOW
OR BY USING THE GIVING FORM OPPOSITE

32 flow

ala Gl I

ROLL OUT WORK IN SIX
MORE PRISONS

© '9

%

TRAIN 1,000,000 EVANGELISTS

AROUND THE WORLD TO
SHARE THE HOPE OF JESUS

smessage

Did you know you can also give online? Go to message.org.uk/flow

Title

Address

Email

Phone

Full name

REGULAR GIFT

I want to set up a new regular gift today:

Please take my gift on the following date every month: 15t

,’ OR | want to increase my regular gift by:

Instruction to your bank or bullding soclety to pay by Direct Debit

Please fill in the form and send to:
The Message Trust, Lancaster House, Harper Road, Manchester, M22 4RG

Name and full postal address of your bank or building soclety

To: The Manager Bank/building society

Name(s) of account holder(s)

Branch sort code
LI
Bank/bullding soclety account number

HENEEEEEN

ONE-OFF GIFT

By cash, cheque or credit card

£10 £15

£50 £100 Other
Please make cheques payable to The Message Trust
Card No
Expiry

Signature

We'd like to keep in touch with you by post, email and phone about our work. We'll never share your information and you
can opt out at any time. Find out more at message_org.uk/privacy

Replstered with
F.GNDRNSNG If The Message Trust receives more funds for this purpose than required at any time,
REGULATOR your donation will be allocated to the next nearest need.

E13 m £50 £100

postcode |
vos. [HEHEEEE

e
N ESO
! ] AMONTH
ggm Ifno date is selected, we will take st
payment on 28th of the month.

areissrer @YBEER
For The Message Trust official use only  Thisis ot part of the instruction to your bank or building scciety.
DATE RECEIVED: / / CAMPAIGN: CENTRAL
CONSTITUENT ID: ‘
GAD: EXIST UPDATE NO

FUND: CAMPAIGN-G
arpeal:  F MAILING

Reference

CO T O e

Instruction to your bank/bullding soclety

Please pay The Message Trust Direct Debits from the account detailed in this
instruction subject to the safeguards assured by the Direct Debit Guarantee. |
understand that the instruction may remain with The Message Trust and, if so,
details will be passed electronically to my bank/building society.

Signature(s)
ume [T T}

Banks and Building Societies may not accept Direct Debit Instructions for some
types of account.

GIFT AID IT

Boost your donatlon by 25p of

giftaid &
GIft Ald for every £1 you donate

Gift Aid is reclaimed by the charity from the tax you pay in the current tax year.
Your address is needed to identify you as a current UK Taxpayer.

Full Name
House Number Posteode

Signature

Date

| want to Gift Ald my donationand any donations | maken the future or have made In the past 4 years
to The Message Trust. | am a UK taxpayer and undarstand that If | pay less Income Tax and/or Capital
Galns Tax than the amount of Gift Ald clalmead on all iy donatlors In that tax year it Is my resporsibility
to pay any difference. | wil notify The Message Trust If | want ta cancel this declaration, If | change my
name or home address, or If 1 no longer pay sufficlant tax on my Income and/or capltal gains. if you
pay Income Tax at the higher o additional rate and want to raceive the additional tax relisf dus toyou,
you must Include all your Gift Ald donatlons on your Self-Assessment tax return or ask HM Revenus
and Customs to adjust your tax code.

4 Completed forms can be returned In the post by sending them to
The Message Trust, Lancaster House, Harper Road, Manchester M22 4RG

sfmessage
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