SPEND A YEAR
BEING TRAINED
AND SENT TO
REACH THE LEAST,
THE LAST
AND THE LOST

PASSI O N AT E
AB O UT
S HAR I NG
JESU S?

YOUR GAP YEAR
ACADEMY IS A PLACE
TO EXPLORE AND GROW
THE CALL OF THE
EVANGELIST
While
being
on
Message
Academy you’ll have many
opportunities
to
proclaim
and demonstrate the gospel
throughout the year. By receiving
teaching from excellent tutors
from within the Message Trust
and our partner organisations,
you’ll be trained and resourced
to go into different environments
to share the good news of
Jesus. Using what you’ve learnt
you’ll take the gospel to youth
groups, schools, prisons and
communities across the UK.
If you want to grow, understand
the gospel deeper, be challenged,
gain new experiences and go
further in your relationship with
God, join us to discover all that
God has in store for you.
James,
Academy
2014/15

WHAT IS AN
EVANGELIST?

Think about it like this: in a
football team, every player is
pursuing the aim of winning the
match. However, the strikers
are those who are specifically
tasked with scoring goals. This
doesn’t mean that other players
can’t and won’t score from time
to time, but the primary function
of the striker in the team is to
score.
As Christians we want everyone
to discover the love of God for
themselves and to see God’s
perfect kingdom restored. For
this reason, we all have a role to
play in witness and evangelism.
But there are some who are
specifically called to prioritise
preaching the gospel.

‘Not only does Academy
give you amazing teaching
but also practical ways to
outwork it. You get the
opportunity to go on the
streets and into schools to
tell people about Jesus.’
Joe, Class of 2012

The Message Academy is all
about growing that call of the
evangelist and developing your
gifts. Preparing you and giving
you the chance to take the news
of Jesus wherever you go –
whether that’s on a platform in
front of a large crowd or sharing
with a neighbour.

Nothing big or scary – an
evangelist is someone who has
a heart for sharing Jesus with
others.

The Academy
team in South
Africa

A LOOK AT THE YEAR AHEAD
TERM
01

TRAIN

Teaching session at Message HQ

‘Academy has pushed me
out of my comfort zone
and taught me how to
share my faith. I’ve been
able to use my giftings
while out on mission. I
now feel fully equipped to
share God’s word.’
Tamara, Class of 2019

AT THE START OF MESSAGE
ACADEMY, OUR MAIN
FOCUS IS TEACHING AND
TRAINING. EVERY DAY
BEGINS WITH PRAYER AND
WORSHIP ALONGSIDE THE
TEAM AT MESSAGE HQ IN
MANCHESTER.
Teaching will cover biblical
knowledge
and
practical
training to equip you to be more
confident in the gospel and your
walk with God, deepen your
relationship with him and find
new ways to put your faith into
action.
Right from the start we don’t
just talk about mission – we do
it. You will spend time out on
placement, working with young
people and serving the poor.

IN TERM TWO, WE WANT
TO GIVE YOU A CHANCE TO
GROW AND BE STRETCHED.

TERM
02

GROW
TERM
03

GO
NOW YOU’VE
BEEN TRAINED
AND TESTED,
THIS TERM IS
ALL ABOUT
MISSION.

You’ll get the chance to work on
missional projects that we and our
partners are running. You’ll take
more of a lead at your placements,
with even more opportunities to
serve.
You will also be put into smaller
teams with other Academy
students to start working on

You’ll be sent out on mission
around the UK, delivering the
gospel on the street and the
stage. Whether it’s working
in schools, on community
projects, doing street outreach
or something new, you’ll work
together to deliver mission
wherever you go.
Not only all this but you’ll also
have the opportunity to spend
two weeks at Easter on an
overseas mission trip!

your own mission material. This
could include preparing school
lessons, planning youth sessions
or producing your own music in
our state-of-the-art studios.
This term will challenge and
inspire you as a person as well as
help mould and develop your own
ideas.

TEACHING

WORKSHOPS

Being rooted in the word of God
is central to all we do. over the
year you will receive over 100
hours of teaching, as well as oneto-one tuition and workshops.

At Academy we want you to
grow in your gifts. We offer
workshops from expert tutors in:
• Vocals
• Rap
• Street Dance

Topics will cover:
• What is youth work?
• The simple gospel
• Communication
• Urban mission
• How to study the Bible
• Apologetics
• Social media and evangelism
• Creative development
sessions

‘Seeing young people
impacted through our
mission placements was
a highlight. I saw them
step into their own gifts
and begin to shine as
they went further in their
discipleship journey.’
Tolu, Class of 2019

MISSION
PLACEMENTS
We work with a number of
external partners to provide
exciting and stretching mission
placements during your time
on Academy. You could be
helping with youth groups in
local churches and Eden teams,
leading sessions and teaching
your skills with Genetik Sessions,
helping out on the Message
Bus, or serving the homeless of
Manchester with Barnabus.

THE DETAILS
ACCOMMODATION

MENTORING

HOLIDAYS

We provide accommodation in
one of our Message Academy
houses, located a short distance
from Message HQ where you’ll
be based. You will be sharing
with others on the course. All
furniture will be provided but
you’ll need to bring your own
bedding and some kitchenware.

We want to support you
throughout your time with us.
You will be assigned a mentor
from the Message family. They
are there to support you and
keep you accountable to all that
God has called you to.

We follow academic holidays
with two weeks off at Christmas
and Easter, a weeks half term in
October and February, as well as
bank holidays. (There is no half
term in term three, but we aim to
give you a long weekend when
we can fit it into the schedule).

ONE-TO-ONES
You will have the chance to meet
with your course leaders on a
weekly basis, to ask questions,
to journey with them, to be
accountable and to ensure you
are supported.

COURSE DATES
The course runs from midSeptember to the end of
June. It runs mainly Monday to
Friday but there are occasional
weekend opportunities too. We
encourage you to get stuck into
a local church and try to limit
trips home to the holidays.

To apply head to
academy.message.org.uk

APPLY NOW

To find out more
or to talk to a member
of our team please email
academy@message.org.uk

COST
The cost is £2,495 for the year.
This covers your course fees and
all of your accommodation costs
including bills. A £200 nonrefundable deposit is required
once you are accepted onto
the course. The full balance is
due in the September you start.
You’ll also need a recommended
personal allowance of around
£200 a month. This is to cover
your food and travel costs. We
will help you with fundraising and
encourage you to find personal
monthly supporters to help you
cover the costs. Don’t let the
money put you off – please talk
to us and we can journey with
you through different stages of
fundraising and finances.

‘After a great opportunity
to share the gospel in
school, half of the students
made a decision for
Jesus – including the head
teacher!’

‘We have countless great
stories where Academy
students have shared their
faith with those we serve
– seeing lives touched
through them is fabulous.’

Murray, Class of 2019

Neil, Barnabus (homeless
outreach)

‘I led worship in a prison
service and saw men
respond to the gospel.
It was so encouraging
to realise that I can play
a part and to see how
powerful the gospel is.’
Evie, Class of 2017
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