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headed straight from
prison to The Oaks
and found there
the caring home I
needed. I was loved and
supported by my instant
family. They were there to
cheer me on every step
of the way. That’s not
to say it’s all been easy.
There have been times
when I’ve struggled and
it would have been easy
to give up, but my Oaks
family have been there
for me.

Two years on I’ve
graduated from The
Oaks, got training and
have a full-time job
building that I love. I have
a purpose in life, a future
and I know I’m loved
unconditionally by God. I
could only have dreamed
of life being this good!
- Dennis

As a potential resident of The Oaks, we want to
extend to you a big ‘hello’.
The Oaks is a special place where you
will be welcomed and find a family who
will accept and support you as you step
into the next chapter of your life.

your heart to God, discovering how
loved you are by him. We trust that as
you do this you’ll grow as a person as
well as in your relationship with Jesus.

It’s our hope living at The Oaks will
draw you into a new way of life that is
beyond what you’ve experienced so
far. We want to encourage you to open

It’s our prayer that through this, and
with our full support, you’ll go onto live
the life God’s called you to.

WHAT IS
THE OAKS
The Oaks is a Christian community that
supports men from broken, hurting and
chaotic backgrounds as they rebuild
their lives. It may be that they’ve
just been released from prison, been
without a home or struggle to hold
down a full-time job, no matter which
we’re here to help.

Our 8 bedroom house in Wythenshawe,
Manchester is somewhere the men
will be able to call home and get the
tailored support and discipleship they
need. At no point on their journey will
they be doing this on their own, we will
be here to walk with you and help you
as much as we can.

OUR
VISION
The Oaks reaches Christian men
from broken, hurting and chaotic
backgrounds, who are unable to
maintain full time employment, by
providing wrap around support and
discipleship.
At the heart of The Oaks is a vision of
a Christian community that supports
our team members with family, as they
rebuild their lives, find meaningful
employment, and bless the local area.
Consider the words of Jesus in
Matthew:
Keep on asking, and you will
receive what you ask for.
Keep on seeking and you will
find.
Keep on knocking, and it will be
opened to you.
MATTHEW 7:7

Our goal is for you to achieve growth
in accountability, your faith, and
perseverance.

Throughout your stay, you will have
the opportunity to experience many
different aspects of life, including
teaching, fellowship, and personal
growth. In addition, there will be time
for activities, rest & relaxation, and
work therapy.
The programme also includes trips
together and retreats away as a house
family. Due to past successes our
recommended age is 25+ although we
will consider all adult males who show
the level of required maturity for the
programme.
Although this will require hard work,
commitment, and application, we will
be here to walk with you and help you
as much as we can. Our prayer for you
is that as you persevere, your character
will grow, and you will experience
lasting life changes. We want to help
you in this process and cheer you on as
you look to start this new journey.

‘The journey is all about submitting and perseverance. I
found that once we can do these two things, we grow
much quicker in our faith and look forward to what
God is going to do in our lives. It’s amazing in The Oaks;
we are there for each other’s highs and lows.’
- OAKS GRADUATE

OUR
OBJECTIVES
1. Grow in your faith
We want you to pursue a deeper relationship with God by getting to know Him
through the Bible. You will also learn what it means to trust God and develop a
belief that stands firm.

2. Respect one another
We want you to learn how to trust the people that God has placed around you at The Oaks
and encourage one another. We want you to honour the leaders in the house as they look to
help you. We hope that you will listen to their advice and counsel.

3. Be open
We want you to learn as much as you can and be open-minded. Jesus said, ‘Come follow me
and learn from me.’ We will provide you with the tools you need to renew your mind. We want
you to take full advantage of this opportunity.

4. Be determined
We want you to be committed to a minimum of 12 months in the Oaks programme. We want
you to be involved in a local community church that loves Jesus. We want you to immerse
yourself in The Bible and learn all that you can.

5. Serve one another
We want you to experience how serving others can lead to an amazing sense of family and
community. Ask yourself, ‘What would Jesus do?’ Look to your Oaks leaders for inspiration.

6. Be fully integrated into The Oaks community
and engage in church life
We want you to take advantage of this great opportunity to grow together. We have an open
and honest atmosphere and take the time to pray together. We speak into each other’s lives,
and find times to laugh, learn, and even cry.

7. Be friends
Accountability is great for keeping us on track with God and our lifestyles. We believe that
home is where you treat your friends like family, and your family like friends. Teamwork makes
the dream work!

8. Believe in yourself
We want you to try to keep a positive attitude and motivate yourself as best as you can.
Opportunities to grow will come thick and fast. We hope you will be willing to try new things.

9. Learn and apply life skills
We will help you learn about inter-dependent living, to work towards employability, and
build social and interpersonal skills. We want to set you up for a life of success in and
outside of The Oaks.

Programme and Timetable

Cost of Living in the Oaks

Coming to The Oaks means that you
are committing to a full-time support
programme. The full details of your
timetable will be discussed with you
during your initial introduction at
The Oaks.

The Oaks is a support centre and you
will be expected to make a financial
contribution to the cost of living
here from the benefits you receive.
We provide supported housing
accommodation and Enhanced
Housing Benefits will be claimed on
your behalf for the period of your
stay. You will need to sign a supported
accommodation licence agreement
prior to moving into The Oaks.

Management Committee
The Oaks is overseen by a management
team, house leaders, and a trustee of
the charity. The Oaks is part of the
larger charity, The Message Enterprise
Centre, which in turn is part of The
Message Trust.

Procedures relating to this are as
detailed in your licence agreement.

‘The Oaks has given me something I’ve never had before,
a family that loves you, wants you and wants the best for
you, I’ve never had that before, and it is a beautiful thing.
The Oaks is a place to put your roots deep in to Jesus.’
- OAKS GRADUATE

JOE’S
STORY
Joe had a tough upbringing that was
characterised by drugs and alcohol
from a very young age, and at just 12
years old, he was caught up in this
world himself.
Over the next few years his drug
addiction spiralled out of control and
he was constantly in and out of prison.
Along the way he lost his mum and
brother and hit rock bottom.

‘I didn’t want to know about God, I blamed him for everything.
I felt I wasn’t a bad guy, I’d just made bad choices.
I ended up on a Christian rehab programme and it was there I asked
Jesus into my life. After rehab I found myself back in the same town,
with no job and no prospects. It was then I got a call from a guy at The
Message inviting me to apply for their recovery home, The Oaks. I got
in and after 12 months I was offered a job at the Mess café.
Here I am today, living a life that growing up I could
only dream of. I have qualifications and love my job as
head chef helping to train our new apprentices.’

- JOE

MY LIFE CHANGED FOREVER
WHEN I WAS HANDED AN OAKS
APPLICATION FORM
- OAKS RESIDENT

Find out more and apply today at:
themec.org.uk/theoaks
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